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Germanepicof TheNibelungenlied ,wheretheheroSiegfried’smagicswordB almungproves
instrumentalintheslayingofanevildragonwhosebloodconsequentlygrantsSiegfriedvirtually
invincibility.BothGramandBalmung,amongmanyotherlegendarysword,makefrequent
























































































































































































Escapeoft hePrisonerwiththeFlightoftheDeserter”( TheTolkienReader 79).“Whyshoulda
150
manbescorned”,Tolkienmuses,“if,findinghimselfinaprison,hetriestogetoutandgo
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